
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

How Local Businesses Can Protect Themselves Against Ever-Increasing Cyber-Security
Threats

Summary:  Businesses of all types, including small and medium-sized businesses, are facing
increased cybersecurity threats, specifically from hackers and malware.  Peoria businesses and
non-profit organizations have experienced their websites being hacked, while others have been
infected with malware. These included Concordia Lutheran School and the Peoria Heights
Chamber of Commerce.   Also, a local web server was hacked and infiltrated in the last few
weeks, with the hosted sites being defaced.  In addition, hacks of major banks and retail
companies’ servers have recently been in the news.

An overall approach to security is most effective, including a combination of both website and
internal network security.  Chatham Marketing and Heart Technologies have partnered to create
an affordable, comprehensive cyber security program for small and medium-sized businesses.
The companies are hosting a no-cost lunch meeting at the Embassy Suites Hotel in East Peoria
on Monday, July 6, at noon to give local business owners information on how they can protect
their businesses from hackers and intrusions.

Peoria, IL — June 26, 2015 —

Increasingly, businesses of all types and sizes, including small and medium-sized businesses
are facing cybersecurity threats.  Peoria businesses and non-profit organizations have
experienced their websites being hacked, while others have been infected with malware. These
included Concordia Lutheran School and the Peoria Heights Chamber of Commerce.   Also, a
local web server was hacked and infiltrated in the last few weeks, with the hosted sites being
defaced.  In addition, hacks of major banks and retail companies’ servers have recently been in
the news.

The attacks on web sites started becoming more prevalent in January, with over 100,000
WordPress-based sites being infected with malware.  The challenge has continued for
businesses all over the world, including some in Peoria.

These rapidly increasing threats could mean a potential loss of sensitive proprietary data to
local businesses, and, in some cases, increased liability.

Heart Technologies and Chatham Marketing have partnered to address these increased
cybersecurity challenges - both for company websites, and their internal networks, for small and
medium-sized businesses.

Christine Bare-Kemper of Heart Technologies, recommends these basic cybersecurity tips:



● Only open email/IM attachments from a trusted source and that are expected.
● If a person on your IM list is sending strange messages, files, or web site links, terminate

your IM session.
● Scan all files with Internet security software before transferring them to your system.
● Only transfer files from a well known source.
● Keep security patches up to date.

Chatham Marketing and Heart Technologies will host a no-cost lunch to provide local business
owners with information on July 6 at noon, at the East Peoria Embassy Suites private dining
room.  Please RSVP to:  Gary Chatham at Chatham Marketing: info@chathammarketing.com.
309.282.7496.
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